Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS618
Subject Title Pathways to Social Development
Credit Value 3
Level 6
Pre-requisite / Nil
Co-requisite/
Exclusion
Assessment Methods
100% Continuous Assessment | Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
1. Term Paper 50 % 0%
2. Project Presentation 30 % 0%
3. Participation and Attendance 20 % 0%
e The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
e The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
e Student must pass all the components if he/she is to pass the subject.
Objectives The subject aims to allow students to gain an in-depth understanding of the concepts

and theories of social development and how their pathways have been transformed in

the last five decades.

In doing so students will appreciate critically the options for

sustainable social development that highlights social justice, social wellbeing and
humanitarianism.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to develop the competence to:

Outcomes a. articulate effectively an in-depth knowledge of the major concepts and theoretical
paradigms of social development;
b.  appraise critically development initiatives in an international perspective and their
implications for the socially, culturally and politically disadvantaged;
c.  generate well rounded policy or program options leading to improved social well
being for all;
d. interpret and communicate independently and creatively major issues involved in
designing and appraising policy/program aiming at fostering social development;
. . 1. Overview and introduction
Subject Synopsis/ . e
I e Social Development in Historical contexts
Indicative Syllabus e (lassical Concepts and Theories
e  Current resurgence
2. Economic Pathways

e Lump-sum capital
e Balanced growth
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Unbalanced growth
Vent for surplus
Unlimited supply of surplus labour
e Implications for social development
3. Socio-cultural Pathways
e Modernization theories
e Basic assumptions
e Recent resurgence
4. Political Economy Pathways
e Dependency theory
e  World-system theory
e New International Division of Labour
5. Social Development and Globalization: Challenges and Instability
6. Alternative Pathways
e Alternative strategies and foci
e Social economy
7. Social Development in Hong Kong
e Vision, policies, services and development
e Social development at crossroads
8. Possible Participatory Pathways
9. Reflections on Social Development

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

This course will be run as a seminar where students are expected to engage in
interactive discussions on the paradigms and frameworks embedded in the current
planning and practices of social development in Hong Kong and other countries. The
discussions will further allow them to develop their own topic for the final assignment
aiming at assessing the pathways of social development in Hong Kong or China. In the
end, students are expected to demonstrate their knowledge, critical thinking, and
capacity for formulating responsible options for social development in a
local/international context.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
methods/tasks weighting | assessed
a b c d
1. Term Paper 50% \ \ \ \
2. Project Presentation 30% V \ V V
3. Participation and 20% \ \ V \
attendance
Total 100%

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended
learning outcomes:

Students are expected to submit an individual research paper of 5,000 words reviewing
critically a major paradigm employed in Hong Kong/China for social development. As
a way to monitor their research progress, they are also required to present their
preliminary findings before their submission of their final paper. Their attendance and
participation as well as their communication skills in the seminar discussions will also
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be assessed.

Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected
. Lecture 30 Hrs
. Seminar 9 Hrs
Other student study effort:
" Self-directed study 40 Hrs
" Preparation for seminar presentation 10 Hrs
" Preparation for project report 20 Hrs
Total student study effort 109 Hrs
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