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Subject Description Form 
 

 

Subject Code APSS618 

Subject Title Pathways to Social Development 

Credit Value 3 

Level 6 

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

Nil 

Assessment Methods  

100%    Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment Group Assessment 

1.  Term Paper 50 % 0% 

2.  Project Presentation 30 % 0% 

3.  Participation and Attendance 20 % 0% 

         
• The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned; 
• The completion and submission of all component assignments are 

required for passing the subject; and 
• Student must pass all the components if he/she is to pass the subject. 

Objectives 

 

The subject aims to allow students to gain an in-depth understanding of the concepts 
and theories of social development and how their pathways have been transformed in 
the last five decades.  In doing so students will appreciate critically the options for 
sustainable social development that highlights social justice, social wellbeing and 
humanitarianism. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to develop the competence to: 

a. articulate effectively an in-depth knowledge of the major concepts and theoretical 
paradigms of social development; 

b. appraise critically development initiatives in an international perspective and their 
implications for the socially, culturally and politically disadvantaged;  

c. generate well rounded policy or program options leading to improved social well 
being for all;   

d. interpret and communicate independently and creatively major issues involved in 
designing and appraising policy/program aiming at fostering social development; 

 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

 

1. Overview and introduction  
• Social Development in Historical contexts 
• Classical Concepts and Theories 
• Current resurgence  

2. Economic Pathways 
• Lump-sum capital 
• Balanced growth 
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• Unbalanced growth 
• Vent for surplus 
• Unlimited supply of surplus labour 
• Implications for social development 

3. Socio-cultural Pathways 
• Modernization theories 
• Basic assumptions 
• Recent resurgence 

4. Political Economy Pathways 
• Dependency theory 
• World-system theory 
• New International Division of Labour 

5. Social Development and Globalization: Challenges and Instability 
6. Alternative Pathways 

• Alternative strategies and foci 
• Social economy 

7. Social Development in Hong Kong 
• Vision, policies, services and development 
• Social development at crossroads 

8. Possible Participatory Pathways 
9. Reflections on Social Development 

 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

 

This course will be run as a seminar where students are expected to engage in 
interactive discussions on the paradigms and frameworks embedded in the current 
planning and practices of social development in Hong Kong and other countries. The 
discussions will further allow them to develop their own topic for the final assignment 
aiming at assessing the pathways of social development in Hong Kong or China. In the 
end, students are expected to demonstrate their knowledge, critical thinking, and 
capacity for formulating responsible options for social development in a 
local/international context.  

Assessment Methods 
in Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

 
Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed 

a b c d 

1. Term Paper 50% √ √ √ √ 

2. Project Presentation 30% √ √ √ √ 

3. Participation and 
 attendance 

20% √ √ √ √ 

Total 100%  

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended 
learning outcomes: 

Students are expected to submit an individual research paper of 5,000 words reviewing 
critically a major paradigm employed in Hong Kong/China for social development.  As 
a way to monitor their research progress, they are also required to present their 
preliminary findings before their submission of their final paper.   Their attendance and 
participation as well as their communication skills in the seminar discussions will also 
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be assessed.  

Student Study 
Effort Expected 
 

Class contact:  

 Lecture 30 Hrs 

• Seminar 9 Hrs 

Other student study effort:  

 Self-directed study 40 Hrs 

 Preparation for seminar presentation 10 Hrs 

 Preparation for project report 20 Hrs 

Total student study effort 109 Hrs 

Reading List and 
References 

Essential 
 
Midgley, J. (2013). Social development theories and practice. London: Sage.  
 
Parwar, M.S. & Cox, D.R. (Eds.). (2010). Social development: Critical themes 

and perspectives.  New York; London: Routledge. 
 
Peet, R. & Hartwick, E. (2009). Theories of development:  Contentions, 

arguments and alternatives.  London/New York: The Guildford Press. 

 

Shutt, H. (2010). Beyond the profits system: Possibilities for a post-capitalist 
era.  London: Zed Books. 

 
Supplementary 
 
Amin, A. (Ed.) (2009). The social economy: International perspectives on 

economic solidarity. London: Zed Books.  
 
Chan, C.K. (2014). China as ‘Other’: Resistance to and ambivalence toward 

national identity in Hong Kong.  China Perspectives, No.1:24-34.  
Available on line: 
https://www.ied.edu.hk/flass/fas_upload/userfiles/pdf/China%20as%20O
ther.pdf  

 
Cheng, J.Y.S. (Ed.) (2014).  New trends of political participation in Hong Kong. 

 Hong Kong: City University of Hong Kong Press.  
 
Chua, H.W, Wong, A.K.W. & Shek, D.T.L. (2010). Social development in Hong 

Kong: Development issues identified by Social Development Index (SDI). 
Social Indicators Research, 95: 535-551.  

 
Clammer, J.R. (2012). Culture, development and social theory towards an 

integrated social development.  London: Zed Books. 
 

https://www.ied.edu.hk/flass/fas_upload/userfiles/pdf/China%20as%20Other.pdf
https://www.ied.edu.hk/flass/fas_upload/userfiles/pdf/China%20as%20Other.pdf
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Cohen, R. & Toninato, P. (Eds.) (2010). The Creolization reader: Studies in 
mixed identities and cultures. London: Routledge. 

 
Dunn, A. et al. (2011). How to become a world city: Lessons from London.  

Hong Kong: Hong Kong Golden 50. Available online: 
http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/LessonsfromLondon_Eng.pdf.  

 
Dunn, A. (2012). How to invest Hong Kong $100 billion for our future. Hong 

Kong: Hong Kong Golden 50. Available online: 
http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/100bn_eng_all.pdf.  

 
Dunn, A. (2012). How to create a world-class medical system? Hong Kong: 

Hong Kong Golden 50. Available online: 
http://hkgolden50.org/report/medical_eng.pdf. 

 
Greenwald, D. & MacPhee, J. (Eds.) (2010). Signs of change: Social movement 

cultures 1960s to now.  Oakland, CA: AK Press; New York: Exit Art. 
 
Harvey, D. (2010).  The enigma of capital and the crisis of capitalism. London: 

Profile Books.  
 
Harvey, D. (2009). Cosmopolitanism and the geographies of freedom. New 

York: Columbia University Press. 
 
Held, D. & McGrew, A. (Eds.) (2000). The global transformations reader: An 

introduction to the globalisation debate.  Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Heliwell, J., Layhard, R. & Sachs, J. (2015) World happiness report 2015. New 

York: United Nations sustainable Development Solutions Network. 
Available online: http://unsdsn.org/resources/publications/world-
happiness-report-2015/ 

 
Holton, R.J. (2009). Cosmopolitanisms: New thinking and new directions. 

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Hong Kong Golden 50 (2013). Happy families, vibrant world city – 

Opportunities and demographic threats facing Hong Kong in the next 20 
years (Summary) 幸福繫萬家，活力聚香江：香港人口未來二十年的

機與危 (概要).  Hong Kong: Hong Kong Golden 50.  Available online: 
http://hkgolden50.org/report/population_chi.pdf.  

 (Chinese text only). 
 
Jones, D. & Truell, R. (2012). The global agenda for social work and social 

development: A place to link together and be effective in a globalized 
world. International Social Work, 55(4): 454-472.  

 
Kennett, P., & Mizuuchi, T. (2010). Homelessness, housing insecurity and social 

exclusion in China, Hong Kong, and Japan. City, Culture and Society 1: 
111–118 

 

http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/LessonsfromLondon_Eng.pdf
http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/100bn_eng_all.pdf
http://hkgolden50.org/report/medical_eng.pdf
http://hkgolden50.org/report/population_chi.pdf
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Lee, K.M. & Law, K.Y. (2008). Colonialism, sinicization and ethnic minorities 
in Hong Kong: Social exclusion and barely citizenship. Conference paper 
presented at the Workshop “(Un)Problematic Multiculturalism and 
Social Resilience”, The Centre of Excellence for National Security, 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, 21st February 2008. 

 
Legco (2012). Before and after the Statutory Minimum Wage Ordinance in Hong 

Kong: Survey of low-income workers and their families (executive 
summary), HKSAR Government, Legislative Council. Hong Kong: LC 
Paper No. CB(2)1960/11-12(02). 

 
Leung S.W., Wan, P.S & Wong, S.L. (Eds.) (2008). Indicators of social 

development: Hong Kong 2006.  Hong Kong: The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies.. 

 
Mau, S. (2010). Social transnationalism: Lifeworlds beyond the nation-state. 

London; New York: Routledge. 
 
Mohan, B. (2007).  Fallacies of development: Crises of human and social 

development.   New Delhi: Atlantic. 
 
Ng, A. et al. (2011). Hong Kong - The golden 5 years (2010 - 2014) and the 

decline that may follow? Hong Kong: Hong Kong Golden 50.  Available 
online: 
http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/HKGOLDEN50_ENG.pdf.  

 
Rahnema, M. & Bawtree, V. (Eds.) (1997). The post-development reader.  

London: Zed Books. 
 
Research Office, Legislative Council (2014/5).  Social mobility in Hong Kong.  

Research Brief, No. 2, 2014-15.  Available online: 
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1415rb02-social-
mobility-in-hong-kong-20150112-e.pdf. 

 
Roth, W. & Briar-Lawson, K. (Eds.) (2011). Globalization, social justice, and 

the helping professions.  Albany, NY: State University of New York 
Press. 

 
Shik, A.W.Y. & Wong, C.K. (2012).  Demise of the developmental state? 

Implications for social policy development in Hong Kong, Asian Social 
Work and Policy Review 6: 95–110. 

 
Todaro, M. & Smith, S. (2012). Economic development. (11th Ed.). Boston: 

Addison-Wesley. 
 
Uluorta, H.M. (2009). The social economy: Working alternatives in a 

globalizing era.  London; New York: Routledge. 
 
UNDP (2014).  2013 Human development report. Sustaining human progress:  

Reducing vulnerabilities and building resilience. New York: United 

http://hkgolden50.serveftp.com/download/HKGOLDEN50_ENG.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1415rb02-social-mobility-in-hong-kong-20150112-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1415rb02-social-mobility-in-hong-kong-20150112-e.pdf
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Nations Development Program.  Available online 
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr14-report-en-1.pdf  

 
Wong, H. (2011). Quality of life of poor people living in remote areas in Hong 

Kong.  Social Indicators Research, 100:435–450. 
 
Wright, E.O. (2009). Envisioning real Utopias. London: Verso. 
 

 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr14-report-en-1.pdf

